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Synopsis

Gentry, the city for sale is a  
documentary theater  piece 
about the phenomenon of 
gentrification.

A few years ago, not many people knew what the term ‘gentrification’ 
meant. A new phrase coming from English. Nowadays, however, many Bar-
celonan residents have experienced the consequences of this new trend 
which ends up expelling residents from certain neighbourhoods, once they 
suddenly become fashionable, and replacing them with more ‘well off’ 
counterparts. How can this phenomenon be brought to the stage? 

Mos Maiorum, a theatrical group formed in 2015 by Alba Valldaura, 
Mariona Naudin and Ireneu Tranis, does so by using a technique used in 
a previous production, focusing on the subject if immigration and Spain’s 
southern border. The technique is known as Verbatim and brings authentic 
testimonies to the stage, reproducing them, with all the mistakes, doubts 
and hesitations that occur in real life. This time they repeat the same tech-
nique again, in a space on stage which also fits the audience, whose move-
ments and testimonies provoke a symbolic feel that evokes poetic images 
of surges, agglomerations and streets, therefore becoming part of the show.

The impact of gentrification in the city of Barcelona is the main focus 
of the show where, in spite of everything, there is no lack of references to si-
milar phenomena occurring in other European cities. A space with screens 
on the walls showing diverse and changing landscapes accompany actors 
who, can interact with the images using the devices that they carry. Videos 
and other technologies will immerse the audience on a stage that hosts a fic-
tional story … without fiction. The assembly won the 2017 Adrià Gual Prize, 

This show won the Adrià Gual 2017 prize given by the Institut del Teatre de 
la Diputació de Barcelona. A Grec Festival of Barcelona and Mos Maiorum 
production with the collaboration of La Poderosa, Fabra i Coats, L’Estruch-
Ajuntament de Sabadell.

awarded by the Institut del Teatre for the best stage project presented. The 
Grec Festival of Barcelona puts it on stage in order to contribute to sprea-
ding the task of the emerging creators of the city.

 Premiere of  Gentry at Sala Hiroshima, Festival Grec.
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Mos Maiorum is a documentary- theatre company that uses the theatre technique 
called verbatim.  Verbatim is a theatrical technique that creates a dramaturgy through 
sound interviews and recordings that the performers reproduce as faithfully as possi-
ble with all the pauses, accents, imperfections and nuances, creating an effect of ve-
racity that blurs the actor and transports the testimonies of the recordings, directly to 
the stage.

These recordings are the result of more than fifty interviews with people related 
to the issue  of gentrification: politicians, anthropologists, urbanists, lawyers, neigh-
bours, evicteds,  activists, hotel owners, journalists. The core interveiws in Gentry has 
been built throughough a whole year of research and ethnographical work in Barcelo-
na, Venice and Berlín. The result: an hour and a half show where these voices speak out 
through the performers.

An audiovisual documentary allows you to get knowledge and get  informed, but 
the screen provokes a distancing effect that places the spectator in a very comfortable 
situation that moves it away from the reality which is trying to be explained.  With the 
documentary theatre the verbatim technique, this distance disappears and the tes-
timonies speak directly to the spectator through the bodies of the three performers  
making them empathize and achieving an effect of total approach with the spectator.

Mos Maiorum is a tehatre company created on  
September 2015 by Alba Valldaura, Mariona Nau-
din and Ireneu Tranis. Mos Maiorum premiered 
its first piece of documentary theatre in  the Festi-
val TNT 2016.This first work revolved around the  
problematic in the south border of Spain and the 
migrants journey to get to Europe.  Mos Maiorum 
aroused interest of many critics and audience and  
was a big success.
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The show

Mos Maiorum leads the 
audience to an immersive 
state, which makes unavoi-
dable a non-conventional 
approach to the theatrical 
experience.

After the success of its first piece, Mos Maiorum theatre company  pre-
sents  a second piece following the artístic line they began  in 2015. In this 
new journey, the artists propose to talk about gentrification*, a very latest 
phenomenon that affects all of us and makes urgent the need for analysis, 
discussion and in-depth reflection about our cities and latest capitalism. 

Gentry, the city for sale is a documentary theatre show about the phe-
nomenon of gentrification  which follows the artistic line of Mos Maiorum 
and delves into the technique of verbatim. Mos Maiorum uses its own lan-
guage: sociological research, verbatim, audiovisual ressources and the very 
latest dramaturgical trends. In this second work the performers also listen 
to the testimonies who have been interviewed during a year of research and 
reproduce their words alive embodying them and giving them voice. Thus, 
the performer become a sort of medium  who  transmits these voices in the 
most accurate way  possible: without add-ons, without artifice. 

*Gentrification: Neologism from 
the English which refers to the pro-
cess by which the original popula-
tion of a sector or area, generally 
centric and rather poor, is progres-
sively displaced by a higher level 
population or by a more profitable 
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Space and audience

In Gentry the audience is placed on the stage. This disposal is an es-
sential part of our piece, since this way the audience also feels affected in a 
physically. Thus, audience is not a passive agent anymore and, as it happens 
in our gentrificated cities, it is invited to move or expelled from  its place 
to be recollocated in another place. Thus, the audience experience is total: 
both intellectual and somatic. This way to approach  the disposal of the au-
dience leads the spectator to be in an active attitude. 

The space design itself also plays an essential role since it is like a mu-
seum  where the audience can walk, sit, talk, watch. This museum  space 
is surrounded by four big screens which project images of the city, statisti-
cal data, names of the interviewed testimonies, urban landscapes in a loop. 
These screens achieve the immersive effect that we wish and places the au-
dience in the centre of the action.

The stage consists in an empty room with twenty seats in the shape 
of lighting cubes which are set around the space and will be moved and 
replaces during the show. These seats are the key object to give the feeling  
to be in a museum room. Along the show the audience will be led to move, 
and the projections will follow these journeys, transforming the space. The 
screens reflect images of streets, neighbourhoods, inner of houses, offices, 
placing the viewer nearer to  the interviewed testimonies.
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Link to a Clip

https://vimeo.com/289486926
Teaser

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-k-v-uU-AvA
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«No hace falta que nos vayamos porque nos echan. Si no sabes de qué estoy 
hablando es que no vives en Barcelona.»
 Elisa Díez
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Artistic team

Researchers, creators and perfor-
mers

Alba Valldaura
Mariona Naudin
Ireneu Tranis

Writing and research

Marc Villanueva

Mentor
Mònica Almirall

Stage design

Clàudia Vilà

Costume design

Adriana Parra

Image and video 

Ventura López Kalász

Sound design

Ventura López Kalász

Lighting

Pol Queralt

Production

Anna Bohigas

Communication

COSMICA 
Anna Aurich

Co-Production

Festival GREC
Institut del Teatre

Supported by

La Poderosa
Fabra i Coats
L’Estruch de Sabadell
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CV Mariona Naudin
is a performer and theatre ar-

tist. She has studied in Spain, 
Germany and Argentina. She is 
a graduate in Physical Theatre at 
the Institut del Teatre of Barce-
lona. She has worked for choreo-
graphers and directors (Retros-
pective, by Xavier Le Roy) but 
also develops her own works as 
an independent creator. VIP, a ho-
mage to Severiano Naudin, won 
the Jury Prize of the 100th Berlin 
Festival in 2012. Una  familia balla 
(2015), Mos Maiorum (2016), Ko-
pfkino (2016) and Gentry (2018). 
She is currently a resident artist 
in El Graner -Espai de Creació de 
Barcelona, a member of the Artas 
collective linked to La Poderosa 
and she’s also studying Cultural 
Anthropology at the University of 
Barcelona. 

Ireneu Tranis
Actor born in Barcelona in 1984 

and graduated in dramatic art by 
the Institut del Teatre of Barcelo-
na.

He has worked at the Teatre Na-
cional de Catalunya with directors 
such as Georges Lavaudant, Carles 
Santos and Jordi Oriol, at Teatre 

Lliure with Dürrenmat’s La visita 
de la vella dama, has performed in 
various shows directed by Pep Pla 
and Marta Carrasco. He has also 
worked at La Riera, TV3, and Cien-
cia Forense by RTVE.

Creator of shows like El Venedor 
d’Històries or Mos Maiorum (Cara-
vana de Trailers 2017 award) pre-
miered at the TNT Festival with a 
Catalonia and Spain tour.

He is also a member of the com-
pany Patricia Palomares with 
which he has created ANEBODA 
theWiner of the 2017 alternative 
theaters tour award.

Actor in various shows of Joan 
Arqué such as “El Baró dels Ar-
bres” (season at the Teatre Lliure) 
or El Comte Arnau, sharing stage 
with Bufa & Sons, Pepino Pasqual 
or Roger Julià.

He is also violinist in musical 
groups such as Arthur Caravan, 
Verd Cel, IX, Jalea Real or Fratelli 
la Strada.

Alba Valldaura
Actress graduated in dramatic 

and postgraduate art interpreta-
tion in theater education at the 
Institut del Teatre in Barcelona. 
Start her career of theatrical stu-
dies in 2005, combining it with 
the work of actress in children’s 
and family companies, such as; 
Pentina el gat, GAAC de Terrassa 
and País de Xauxa. In 2010 he co-
llaborated in the Garage d’Or pro-
duction of the German company 
Familie Flöz. In 2011 he works 
as an actress in Turguenev’s “A 
month in the countryside” at the 
Teatre Nacional de Catalunya. 
The same year he debuted at the 
Liceu in Barcelona at the opera 
“Ariadne et Barbe blue”. During 
2012, he carried out a work of his 
own creation based on the story of 
his grandmother “Iaia, memoria 
històrica”, which is still present at 
different places of Spain. During 
the year 2016-17, he works within 
the project Mos Maiorum premie-
red at the TNT 2017 festival in Te-
rrassa. October of 2018 premieres 
Lake, own creation show along 
with Nicolás Carbajal, at the Te-
rrassa TNT Festival.



Press
El periódic
https://www.elperiodico.com/es/ocio-y-cultura/20180706/mos-maiorum-
gentrificacion-escena-6929444

El país
https://cat.elpais.com/cat/2018/06/25/cultura/1529936660_643952.html

El punt avui
https://www.elpuntavui.cat/cultura/article/19-cultura/1429075-a-vol-d-
ocell.html

La vanguardia
https://www.lavanguardia.com/cultura/20180703/45612771992/teatro-poli-
tico-social-festival-grec.html

Revista godot
http://www.revistagodot.cat/el-mon-es-com-un-taulell-per-jugar-i-fer-
diners-amb-els-drets-fonamentals-de-les-persones/
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Camí Ral, 137 
08390 Montgat

Tel. +34 635 106 006
   +34 699 365 563

mosmaiorum.teatre@gmail.com

www.mosmaiorum.info

Contact
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